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left in southern Burma to complete the destruction of the Japanese
remnants whom our rapid advance to Rangoon had cut off in the area
between the two roads leading to the city from the north, and also
to deal with those who had sought refuge in the Shan mountains
to the east. The reformed Fourteenth Army, now under General
Dempsey and comprising the XVth and XXXIVth Corps, was
actively preparing a combined operation for the reconquest of
Malaya timed for early September, which would doubtless also
have met with swift and complete success ; but the capitulation of
Japan transformed what had been designed as the largest British
overseas expedition of the war into a task of peaceful occupation.
The surrender of all the widely scattered Japanese forces in Burma
was concluded on August 26 at Lord Louis Mounbatten's head-
quarters in Rangoon, and that of all the other hostile troops in
South-East Asia on September 16 at Hongkong.
After the American landings on the western end of New Guinea
had isolated the 30,000 Japanese troops in the island, the task of
dealing with them was left to the 6th Australian Division. It proved
to be no swift or easy one, for they were of good quality and fought
well, making full use of all the advantages afforded them by the
difficulties of the country and the climate. Two Australian brigades,
having taken over from the Americans at Aitape, began to advance
westwards in August, the plan being to drive the Japanese, concen-
trated about Wewak back on to the positions held by the third
brigade on the Sepik river. It took the western force till April,
1945, however, to cover half the 100 miles from Aitape to that place,
and it had to fight numerous local actions all the way, the most serious
being at But on the coast and at Maprik in the central mountain
range. It finally reached and stormed Wewak in May but the
Japanese turned south into the mountains, and although forced
to give further ground in a number of hard-fought local combats,
were still unsubdued when the end of hostilities came.
In October the 6th Australian Division began to take over from
the Americans in New Britain and in the next three months pushed
its line steadily forward towards Rabaul until it reached the narrow
neck of land joining the peninsula on which that place stands with
the main portion of the island. In this formidable position the
Australians, although outnumbered by the enemy by more than
three to one, were favourably placed to hold him bottled up in the
peninsula and his only serious hostile attack in March, 1945, was so
heavily repulsed that, following on their victory, they were actually
able to gain ground ; the front as then established remained
unaltered for the remaining five months: of the war.
When the 3rd and nth Divisions of the Australian Ilnd Corps
relieved the American troops on Bougainville, the only island of
the Solomons group still uncaptured, they took over three separate